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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to the combative sports program.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Section 2052.002, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.002. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter:

(1) "Amateur" means a person who has never received or

competed for any purse or other thing of wvalue, including

reimbursement for expenses related to training or to participation

in a combative sports event, that exceeded the maximum amount

established by an amateur combative sports association.

(2) "Amateur combative sports association" means an

organization that has nonprofit status under the laws of this state

or under federal law and that produces, arranges, advertises,

conducts, or stages combative sports events in which all the

contestants are amateurs.

(3) "Boxing" means to compete with the fists.

(4) "Combative sports" means sports, including

in which

boxing, kickboxing, martial arts, and mixed martial arts;,
7~

participants voluntarily engage in full contact to score points, to

cause an opponent to submit, or to disable an opponent in a contest,

match, or exhibition. The term does not include student training or

exhibitions of students' skills conducted by martial arts schools,

or associations of schools, where the students' participation is
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for health and recreational purposes rather than competition and

where the intent is to use only partial contact [dreludes

] . ]. . l c;l l ].

(5) [4] "Commission" means the Texas Commission of

Licensing and Regulation.

(6) "Contest" means a combative sports engagement in

which the participants strive earnestly to win.

(7) [45%] T"Department" means the Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation.

(8) [4e)] "Elimination tournament" means a combative
sports [bexing] contest in which [eliminatieon—tournament]
contestants compete in a series of matches until not more than one

contestant remains in any weight category. The term does not

include an [abexing] event described by Section 2052.110.
( ) [ 11 1 + 3 3 1"
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[{8=a)] "Executive director" means the executive
director of the department or the executive director's designated
representative.

(10) [49)] "Exhibition" means a combative sports

[boxing-oxr—wrestting] skills demonstration.
(11) [29)] "Event" means a contest, match, or

exhibition.

(12) [31>] "Judge" means a person who is[+
[ A1 1 .  de durd o ]

[4B)-] responsible for scoring the performances
of the participants in a [+hke] match.

(13) "Kickboxing" means to compete by delivering blows

with the fists, arms, feet, legs, or any combination thereof.

(14) "Martial arts" means any one of the individual

disciplines described by rule adopted by the commission in which

the contestants engage in unarmed combat using the applicable

techniques to grapple with, kick, or strike an opponent to win a

contest by causing an opponent to submit or by scoring points

against or disabling an opponent.

(15) "Match" means any contest or exhibition.

(16) "Mixed martial arts" means unarmed combat

involving the use of a combination of techniques from different

disciplines of the martial arts including grappling, kicking, and

striking and may include the use of full, unrestrained physical

force.

(17) [HE2)—'ILeecal tournament' means—an—elimination 3
= [ %
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o which onl g e ni .

[£4333)] "Professional <combative sports contestant

[bexex]" means a person who competes in a combative sports [bexing]

event in this state conducted for a purse or compensation.

(18) [433=a3-] "Promoter" means any person who

produces, arranges, advertises, conducts, or stages a combative

sports event [abewingprometer—er—wrestlingpromoter].

(19) [4343-] "Referee" means a person who:

(A) 1is present in the ring during a match [bexing

event]; and

(B) exercises general supervision of the match

[35=a)] "Ringside physician" means an individual
licensed to practice medicine in this state who is registered with
the department.

[ u ; "
SFranges—advertises—or—conducts—a-wrestlingeventr]

SECTION 2. Subsection (b), Section 2052.052, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows: |
(b) The commission may adopt rules:

(1) governing boxing, [professienad] kickboxing,

martial arts, or mixed martial arts contests and exhibitions;

(2) establishing reasonable qualifications for an// j?,

2005502%96-2 02/24/05 4
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applicant seeking a license or registration from the department

under this chapter;
(3) recognizing a sanction, medical suspension, or

disqualification of a licensee or registrant [dieense-heldexr] by a

combative sports authority in any state, provided that if licensure

or registration is denied based on those actions, an applicant has

an opportunity for [a—=xight—+e] a hearing as prescribed by rule;

(4) establishing practice requirements or specialty
certifications that a person licensed to practice medicine in this
state must meet to register as a ringside physician;

(5) requiring a contestant to present with an
application for licensure or license renewal documentation [+e—the

. 15 ] . : i  cinad ] of

recent blood test results that demonstrate whether the contestant

is free from hepatitis B virus, hepatitis € wvirus, human
immunodeficiency virus, and any other communicable disease

designated by commission rule and providing that a contestant's

‘failure to provide the required blood test results disqualifies the

contestant;

(6) providing that to participate in any event a
contestant must be free of hepatitis B virus, hepatitis C virus,
human immunodeficiency virus, and any other communicable disease
designated by rule;

(7) requiring that a contestant present with an

application for licensure or license renewal documentation of the

results of [wrderge] a physical examination, including an
<
ophthalmologic [epthaimelegiecalt] examination, [&%ﬂ&F%HHH?4#K¥%H£Ki/ 4/
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ofweigh=in] and providing for disqualification of a contestant who
is determined by an examining physician to be unfit; [ané]

(8) establishing additional 7responsibilities for
promoters; and

(9) governing regulated amateur events.

SECTION 3. Subsection (a), Section 2052.055, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:
(a) The presiding officer of the commission, with the

commission's approval, may appoint a medical advisory committee to

advise the department concerning health issues for combative sports
[beoxing] event contestants. |

SECTION 4. Section 2052.101, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.101. [ROXING] PROMOTER LICENSE. A person may not

act as a [bexing] promoter [eor—an—elimination—tournament—boxing
promotexr] unless the person holds the appropriate [2] license

issued under this chapter.

SECTION 5. The heading to Section 2052.102, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.102. [BOXING] PROMOTER LICENSE APPLICATION
REQUIREMENTS.

SECTION 6. Subsection (a), Section 2052.102, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) An applicant for a [bexing] promoter's license under
this chapter must apply on a form furnished by the executive

director.

SECTION 7. Section 2052.107, Occupations Code, is amende?// %;

2005802%96-2 02/24/05 6
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to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.107. OTHER COMBATIVE SPORTS [BOXINGc] LICENSES.

Unless a person holds a license or registration issued under this

chapter, the person may not act as a combative sports:

(1) professional contestant [bexes];

(2) manager of a professional contestant [bexesx];

(3) referee;
(4) Jjudge;
(5) second;
(6) timekeeper;
(7) matchmaker; or
(8) ringside physician.
SECTION 8. Section 2052.110, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.110. LICENSE AND BONDING IEXCEPTIONS. If the

contestants are amateurs, the [The] licensing and bonding

requirements of this chapter [subechapter] do not apply to:
(1) [a—be*é&qdHHHH%4ﬁh*#H**h%%é—f&*%é@é?&ﬁ%ﬁ—ée—ﬂ@%
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O 0 3 O v b w N P

N
= O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

[433] an event conducted by a college, school, or

university that is part of the institution's athletic program in
which only students of [&iffexent] educational institutions
participate;

(2) [443] an event which is conducted by [in—which
only—membexs—of] a troop, battery, company, or unit of the Texas

National Guard or a law enforcement agenczgiand in which only

members of military or law enforcement organizations participate;

or
(3) [+5+]v an event which 1is conducted by an

organization of the Olympic Games, the Paralympic Games, or the

Pan-American Games and in which participants train or compete for

advancement to or within the games.

SECTION 9. Section 2052.111, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.111. DENIAL OF APPLICATION. The executive

director may deny an application for a license or registration if:

(1) the applicant does not meet the qualifications for

the license or registration; or

(2) after conducting an investigation and providing an

opportunity for a hearing, the executive director determines that

the applicant has violated this chapter or a rule adopted under this
chapter.

SECTION 10. Section 2052.113, Occupations Code, is amended

200550296-2 02/24/05 8
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to read as follows: 77
Sec. 2052.113. LICENSE AND PERMIT REQUIRED FOR CLOSED
CIRCUIT [Bo¥INc] TELECAST. A person who exhibits in this state a
simultaneous telecast of a live, spontaneous, or current combative
sports [bewxing] event on a closed circuit telecast in which a fee is
charged for admission to the telecast must:
(1) hold a [bexing] promoter's 1license under this
chapter; and
(2) obtain a permit for the closed circuit telecast.
SECTION 11. Subchapter C, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code,
is amended by adding Sections 2052.116 and 2052.117 to re'ad as
follows:

Sec. 2052.116. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION

REGISTRATION. A person may not act as an amateur combative sports

association unless the person is registered under this chapter.

Sec. 2052.117. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS. (a) An applicant for registration as

an amateur combative sports association must apply on a form

acceptable to the executive director.

(b) An application must be accompanied by:

(1) a registration fee in the amount set by the

commission;

(2) proof of compliance with reguirements established

by rule for:

(A) insurance; and

(B) surety bonds, if any;

(3) a <copy of the 1rules of the association

2005S502%96-2 02/24/05 9
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establishing standards of conduct for contestants and officials;Z{

and

(4) proof that the association is recognized orx

organized as a nonprofit organization under the laws of this state

or has such status under federal law.

(c) Rules of the association must be approved by the

department.

SECTION 12. Section 2052.151, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.151. IMPOSITION AND RATE OF TAX. (a) A tax is
imposed on a person who:
(1) conducts a combative sports [bexing] event|[+

ineluding-an—elimination-teurnament+] in which a fee is charged for

admission to the event; or

(2) exhibits in this state a simultaneous telecast of

a live, spontaneous, or current combative sports [bexing] event on

a closed circuit telecast, in which a fee is charged for admission
to the telecast[4+—ox
[{3)—econduects—or—Sponsers—an—amateur—boxing—events
] 1 e 13 . 3 .
205211042 (3) 4) 5 . hicl : ) ] 1 £
I . ] 7.
(b) The [xote—of—£the] tax is three percent of the gross

receipts obtained from the sale of tickets to the event, plus three

percent of gross receipts received from sales of broadcast rights

or $30,000, whichever is less.

SECTION 13. Subsections (a) and (b), Section 2052.152,

2005502%96-2 02/24/05 10
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VO,
Occupations Code, are amended to read as follows:%
(a) A person on whom a tax is imposed wunder Section

2052.151, not later than three business days [F2—heuxs] after the

end of the event or telecast for which the tax is due, shall submit
to the department a verified report on a form acceptable to

[£uxrnished-b¥] the department stating:
(1) the number of tickets sold to the event;

(2) the ticket prices charged;

(3) the gross price charged for the sale or lease of
broadcasting, television, and motion picture rights without any
deductions for commissions, brokerage fees, distribution fees,
advertising, or other expenses oxr charges; and

(4) the amount of gross receipts obtained from the
event.

(b) The person shall attach to the report a cashier's check,
check, or money order payable to this state in the amount of the tax
imposed on the event covered by the report.

SECTION 14. Section 2052.153, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.153. CLOSED CIRCUIT TELECAST. A person
exhibiting a simultaneous telecast of a live, spontaneous, ox

current combative sports [bexing] event on a closed circuit

telecast that occurs in Texas in which a fee is charged for

admission to the exhibition:
(1) must:
(A) Dbe a [bexing] promoter; and

(B) obtain a permit for each telecast exhibited;

200550296~2 02/24/05 11
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[Seetdioen] 2052.151 and 2052.152.

(2) shall comply with the tax provisions of Sections

SECTION 15. Section 2052.251, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.251. [BOXEN&] GLOVES. A combative sports
[boxing] event contestant [—ether—than—an—elimination—tournament
contestant—under—Subchapter—E+] shall wear [eight-ounce—boxing]

gloves of the type and weight specified by commission rule, unless

the commission by applicable rule requires or permits contestants

[a—econtestant] to not wear [heawvier] gloves.

SECTION 16. Section 2052.252, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.252. REGULATED [EERTATIN] AMATEUR EVENTS.

(a) This section applies to an amateur combative sports [bewxing]

event, other than an event described by Section 2052.110
(205211042} (3} (4] 5 Limi . b
+o—Subehaptex—E], in which a fee is charged for admission to the
event.

(b) The amateur combative sports association sponsoring or

producing the event shall register with the department not later

than 30 days before the date the event begins.

c) The event may take place only if the executive director

approves the event not later than seven days before the date the
event begins.

(d) [4e+] Each contestant [emt¥y] in the event must have

been a member of the amateur combative sports association for the

200580296-2 02/24/05 12
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k8
!
30-day period immediately preceding [be——%ed—wa’.—t—h—-t—h—e—ama%eu—r%

e¥rganigation-not—tater—than—the—third-daybefore] the date the event

begins and must be a member on the date of the event.

(e) [483] The amateur combative sports association

[exganizgatieon] shall determine the amateur standing of the event

contestants and shall establish training programs consisting of at

least 30 days of training for each contestant.

(f) [4e3>] The event is subject to the supervision of the
executive director.

[EH)—A1l profits—from—the—event—must—be—used—to—develop
amateunr—athleties~]

(g) [eaty—a—sreferece—or—judge—licensed—under—this—chaptermay

. Lo ) ]

[B)] Each contestant participating in the event must be
examined by a licensed physician within a reasonable time before
the event begins. A licensed physician must be present at ringside
during the entire event.

(h) [+83+] A professional combative sports contestant

[box#er] licensed under this chapter may not participate as_ a

contestant [dn—any-ecapaeitsy] in the event.
SECTION 17. Subchapter F, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code,

is amended by adding Section 2052.254 to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.254. ELIMINATION TOURNAMENTS. An elimination

tournament may not be conducted in this state.

SECTION 18. The following provisions of the Occupations
Code are repealed:

(1) Sections 2052.103, 2052.105, and 2052.106; and

2005580296-2 02/24/05 13
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(2) Subchapter E, Chapter 2052. /7

SECTION 19. This Act takes effect September 1, 2005.
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BILL ANALYSIS

Senate Research Center S.B. 796
By: Lucio

Business & Commerce

3/22/2005

As Filed

AUTHOR'S/SPONSOR'S STATEMENT OF INTENT

Boxing was first regulated by the state in 1933 as a way to increase government revenue during
the Great Depression. In the decades since, the law has evolved primarily to protect the physical
and fiscal health of the boxers and to ensure the fairness of the fight. S.B. 796 continues this
process and provides the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (department) the means
to accommodate the growth of combative sports in Texas. S.B. 796 will encourage the growth of
combative sports while improving the state's economic advantage over competitive states. It also
will allow the department to concentrate its resources where they are most needed and enhance
regulation of emerging combative sports. Combative sports continue to evolve and the law
needs to be updated to reflect the current state of boxing and other combative sports.

As proposed, S.B. 796 will prohibit elimination tournaments in Texas. Texas currently assesses
a three percent tax on the broadcasting rights receipts for combative sports. Unlike many states,
the Texas tax has no cap. S.B. 796 will set a cap of $30,000 on the broadcasting tax.

Further, S.B. 796 reduces regulation and red tape for established amateur sporting organizations
by removing the requirement that the organization be recognized by the executive director of the
department and that they notify the department in advance of their events.

S.B. 796 improves regulation of less established amateur combative sports organizations by
requiring them to have their rules reviewed annually by the department.

Finally, S.B. 796 ends the requirement that professional wrestling promoters register with the
Texas Secretary of State.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

Rulemaking authority previously granted to the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation
is modified in SECTION 2 (Section 2052.052, Occupations Code) and SECTION 15 (Section
2052.251, Occupations Code) of this bill.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 2052.002, Occupations Code, as follows:

Sec. 2052.002. DEFINITIONS. Defines "amateur," "amateur combative sports
association," "combative sports," "contest," "kickboxing," "martial arts," "match,"
and "mixed martial arts." Redefines "boxing," "elimination tournament,"
"exhibition," "judge," "professional combative sports contestant,” "promoter," and
"referee." Deletes existing definitions of "boxing promoter," "championship
tournament,” "elimination tournament boxing promoter,” "elimination tournament

contestant," "local tournament,” "regional tournament," and "wrestling promoter."

SECTION 2. Amends Subsection (b), Section 2052.052, Occupations Code, to modify the areas
for which the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (commission) is authorized to
adopt rules relating to boxing, martial arts, or mixed martial arts.

SECTION 3. Amends Section 2052.055(a), Occupations Code, to make a conforming change.

SECTION 4. Amends Section 2052.101, Occupations Code, to make conforming changes.
SRC-MKA S.B. 796 79(R) Page 1 of 4



SECTION 5. Amends the heading to Section 2052.102, Occupations Code, to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.102. PROMOTER LICENSE APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

SECTION 6. Amends Section 2052.102(a), Occupations Code, to make a conforming change.

SECTION 7. Amends Section 2052.107, Occupations Code, to make conforming changes.

SECTION 8. Amends Section 2052.110, Occupations Code, as follows:

Sec. 2052.110. LICENSE AND BONDING EXCEPTIONS. Provides that, if the
contestants are amateurs, the licensing and bonding requirements of this chapter do not

apply to:

(1) an event conducted by a college, school, or university that is part of the
institution's athletic program in which only sudents of educational institutions

participate;

(2) an event which is conducted by a troop, battery, company, or unit of the
Texas National Guard or a law enforcement agency, and in which only members
of military or law enforcement organizations participate; or

(3) an event which is conducted by an organization of the Olympic Games, the
Paralympic Games, or the Panr American Games and in which participants train or
compete for advancement to or within the games. Deletes existing exceptions
relating to a boxing events conducted with no prizes or that are conducted by a
nonprofit organization. Renumbers subdivisions to reflect changes.

SECTION 9. Amends Section 2052.111, Occupations Code, to authorize the executive director
to deny an application for a license or registration if certain circumstances apply.

SECTION 10. Amends Section 2052.113, Occupations Code, to make conforming changes.

SECTION 11. Amends Subchapter C, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code, by adding Sections
2052.116 and 2052.117, as follows:

Sec. 2052.116. @~ AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION
REGISTRATION. Prohibits a person from acting as an amateur combative sports
association unless the person is registered under this chapter.

Sec. 2052.117. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION REGISTRATION
REQUIREMENTS. (a) Requires an applicant for registration as an amateur combative
sports association to apply on a form acceptable to the executive director of the Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation (executive director).

(b) Requires that an application be accompanied by a fee and certain information.

(c) Requires that rules of the association be approved by the Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation (department).

SECTION 12. Amends Section 2052.151, Occupations Code, as follows:
Sec. 2052.151. IMPOSITION AND RATE OF TAX. (a) Makes conforming changes.

(b) Provides that the tax, rather than the rate of the tax, is three percent of the
gross receipts obtained from the sale of tickets to the event, and, in addition, three
percent of gross receipts received from sales of broadcast rights or $30,000,
whichever is less.

SECTION 13. Amends Sections 2052.152(a) and (b), Occupations Code, as follows:
SRC-MKA S.B. 796 79(R) Page 2 of 4



(a) Makes nonsubstantive changes.

(b) Includes a check in the forms of acceptable payment a person is required to attach to
a report.

SECTION 14. Amends Section 2052.153, Occupations Code, to specify that a person exhibiting
a simultaneous telecast of a live, spontaneous, or current combative sports event on a closed
circuit telecast that occurs in Texas in which a fee is charge for admission to the exhibition is
required to meet certain requirements, including compliance with the tax-provisions of both
Sections 2052.151 and 2052.152. Makes conforming changes.

SECTION 15. Amends Section 2052.251, Occupations Code, as follows:

Sec. 2052.251. New heading: GLOVES. Requires a combative sports event contestant
to wear gloves of the type and weight specified by commission rule, rather than eight-
ounce boxing gloves, unless the commission by applicable rule requires or permits
contestants to not wear gloves. Makes conforming changes.

SECTION 16. Amends Section 2052.252, Occupations Code, as follows:

Sec. 2052.252. New heading: REGULATED AMATEUR EVENTS. (a) Provides that
this section applies to an amateur combative sports event, other than an event described
by Section 2052.110, rather than 2052.110(2), (3), (4), or (5) or an elimination
tournament subject to Subchapter E, in which a fee is charged for admission to the event.

(b) Requires the amateur combative sports association sponsoring or producing
the event to register with the department not later than 30 days before the date the
event begins.

(c) Creates subsection from existing text.

(d) Requires each contestant, rather than entry, in the event to have been a
member of the amateur combative sports association for the 30-day period
immediately preceding the date the event begins and is required to be a member
on the date of the event. Deletes existing text requiring registration not later than
the third day before an event.

(e) Requires the amateur combative sports association, rather than organization,
to determine the amateur standing of the event contestants and to establish
training programs consisting of at least 30 days of training for each contestant.

(f) Creates subsection from existing text. Deletes existing text requiring profits
from events to be used to develop amateur athletics.

(g) Redesignated from existing Subsection (h). Deletes text of existing
Subsection (g) authorizing only a licensed judge or referee to participate in the
event.

(h) Prohibits a professional combative sports contestant licensed under this
chapter from participating as a contestant, rather than in any capacity, in the
event.

SECTION 17. Amends Subchapter F, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code, by adding Section
2052.254, as follows:

Sec. 2052.254. ELIMINATION TOURNAMENTS. Prohibits an elimination
tournament from being conducted in this state.

SECTION 18. Repealers in the Occupations Code:

SRC-MKA S.B. 796 79(R) Page 3 of 4



(1) Sections 2052.103 (Elimination Tournament Boxing Promoter License Application
Requirements), 2052.105 (Wrestling Promoter Registration), and 2052.106 (Wrestling
Promoter Application Requirements); and

(2) Subchapter E (Regulation of Elimination Tournaments), Chapter 2052.

SECTION 19. Effective date: September 1, 2005.

SRC-MKA S.B. 796 79(R) | Page 4 of 4
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By: Lucio S.B. No. 796

(In the Senate - Filed February 28, 2005; March 10, 2005,
read first time and referred to Committee on Business and Commerce;
March 31, 2005, reported favorably by the following vote: Yeas 8,
Nays 0; March 31, 2005, sent to printer.)

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to the combative sports program.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Section 2052.002, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.002. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter:

(1) "Amateur" means a person who has never received or
competed for any purse or other thing of value, including
reimbursement for expenses related to training or to participation
in a combative sports event, that exceeded the maximum amount
established by an amateur combative sports association.

(2) "Amateur combative sports assoclation'" means an
organization that has nonprofit status under the laws of this state
or under federal law and that produces, arranges, advertises,
conducts, or stages combative sports events 1in which all the
contestants are amateurs.

(3) "Boxing" means to compete with the fists.

(4) "Combative sports" means sports, including
boxing, kickboxing, martial arts, and mixed martial arts, in which
participants voluntarily engage in full contact to score points, to
cause an opponent to submit, or to disable an opponent in a contest,
match, or exhibition. The term does not include student training or
exhibitions of students' skills conducted by martial arts schools,
or associations of schools, where the students' participation is
for health and recreational purposes rather than competition and

where the intent is to use only partlal contact [*aeéaées

(5) [449] “"Commission" means the Texas Commission of
Licensing and Regulation.
(6) "Contest" means a combative sports engagement in

which the participants strive earnestly to win.

(7) [453] '"Department" means the Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation.

(8) [4e)] "Elimination tournament” means a combative
sports [bexing] contest in which [elimination—tournament)
contestants compete in a series of matches until not more than one
contestant remains in any weight category. The term does not
include an [abexing] event descrlbed by Section 2052 110.

(9) ( = n

[ [1] - 1 3 '. . . 1"

[{8=a)] "Executive director" means the executive
director of the department or the executive director's designated
representative.

(10) [499] "Exhibition" means a combative sports
[bexingeorwrestling] skills demonstration.

(11) [+65] "Event" means a contest, match, or
exhibition.
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(12) [43+33] "Judge" means a person who is[+
[ ; . . : .

[4B>] responsible for scoring the performances
of the participants in a [+ke] match.

(13) "Kickboxing" means to compete by delivering blows
with the fists, arms, feet, legs, or any combination thereof.

(14) "Martial arts" means any one of the individual
disciplines described by rule adopted by the commission in which
the contestants engage in unarmed combat using the applicable
techniques to grapple with, kick, or strike an opponent to win a
contest by causing an opponent to submit or by scoring points
against or disabling an opponent.

(15) "Match" means any contest or exhibition.

(l6) "Mixed martial arts" means unarmed combat
involving the use of a combination of techniques from different
disciplines of the martial arts including grappling, kicking, and
striking and may include the use of full, unrestrained physical

force.
jl?).[442+——£Lee&%—%ea%aame9%2—4m5w&+4y+—eééméaa%éen

and

[4333] "Professional <combative sports contestant
[boxex]" means a person who competes 1n a combative sports [bexing]
event in this state conducted for a purse or compensation.

(18) [433=a3] "Promoter" means any person who
produces, arranges, advertises, conducts, or stages a combative
sports event [a-bexing-promoter—or—wrestling-promotexr].

(19) [4343)] "Referee" means a person who:

(A) is present in the ring during a match [bexirg

(B) exercises general supervision of the match

coptestants~

[{35=a)}] "Ringside physician" means an individual
licensed to practice medicine in this state who is registered with
the department.

' ' =]
SECTION 2. Subsection (b), Section 2052.052, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:
(b) The commission may adopt rules:

(1) governing boxing, [prefessienalt] kickboxing,
martial arts, or mixed martial arts contests and exhibitions;

(2) establishing reasonable qualifications for an
applicant seeking a license or registration from the department
under this chapter;

(3) recognizing a sanction, medical suspension, or
disqualification of a licensee or registrant [license-heitdex] by a
combative sports authority in any state, provided that if licensure
or registration is denied based on those actions, an applicant has
an opportunity for [a—+ight+e] a hearing as prescribed by rule;

(4) establishing practice requirements or specialty
certifications that a person licensed to practice medicine in this
state must meet to register as a ringside physician;

(5) requiring a contestant to present with an
application for licensure or license renewal documentation [te—Ehe

: - - : - — ] of
recent blood test results that demonstrate whether the contestant
is free from hepatitis B wvirus, hepatitis C wvirus, human
immunodeficiency virus, and any other communicable disease
designated by commission rule and providing that a contestant's
failure to provide the required blood test results disqualifies the
contestant;

(6) providing that to participate in any event a
contestant must be free of hepatitis B virus, hepatitis C virus,
human immunodeficiency virus, and any other communicable disease

%
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designated by rule;

(7) requiring that a contestant present with an
application for licensure or license renewal documentation of the
results of [uwsdexrge] a physical examination, including an
ophthalmologic [epthalmetogical] examination, [at—e¥r—mnear—the time
of-weigh=in] and providing for disqualification of a contestant who
is determined by an examining physician to be unfit; [and]

(8) establishing additional responsibilities for
promoters; and

(9) governing regulated amateur events.

SECTION 3. Subsection (a), Section 2052.055, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The presiding officer of the commission, with the
commission's approval, may appoint a medical advisory committee to
advise the department concerning health issues for combative sports
[bexing] event contestants.

SECTION 4. Section 2052.101, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.101. [BOXEING] PROMOTER LICENSE. A person may not
act as a [bexing] promoter [o¥—an—elimination—tournament—boxing
promoter] unless the person holds the appropriate [&] license
issued under this chapter.

SECTION 5. The heading to Section 2052.102, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.102. [BOXING] PROMOTER LICENSE APPLICATION
REQUIREMENTS.

SECTION 6. Subsection (a), Section 2052.102, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) An applicant for a [bexing] promoter's license under
this chapter must apply on a form furnished by the executive
director.

SECTION 7. Section 2052.107, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.107. OTHER COMBATIVE SPORTS [BoxING] LICENSES.
Unless a person holds a license or registration issued under this
chapter, the person may not act as a combative sports:

(1) professional contestant [bexex];
manager of a professional contestant [bexex];
referee;
judge;
second;
timekeeper;
matchmaker; or
ringside physician.

SECTION 8. Section 2052.110, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.110. LICENSE AND BONDING EXCEPTIONS. If the
contestants are amateurs, the [Fhe] licensing and bonding

L T e N e N T W e
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requirements of this chapter [subehaptex] do not apply to:
(1) I

[439] an event conducted by a college, school, or
university that is part of the institution's athletic program in
which only students of [&iffexent] educational institutions
participate;

(2) [44>] an event which is conducted by [in—which

] a troop, battery, company, or unit of the Texas
National Guard or a law enforcement agency and in which only members
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of military or law enforcement organizations participate; or
(3) [45+] an event which is conducted by an
organization of the Olympic Games, the Paralympic Games, or the
Pan-American Games and in which participants train or compete for
advancement to or within the games.

SECTION 9. Section 2052.111, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows: :

Sec. 2052.111. DENIAL OF APPLICATION. The executive
director may deny an application for a license or registration if:

(1) the applicant does not meet the qualifications for
the license or registration; or

(2) after conducting an investigation and providing an
opportunity for a hearing, the executive director determines that
the applicant has violated this chapter or a rule adopted under this
chapter.

SECTION 10. Section 2052.113, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.113. LICENSE AND PERMIT REQUIRED FOR CLOSED
CIRCUIT [BOX%ENG&] TELECAST. A person who exhibits in this state a
simultaneous telecast of a live, spontaneous, or current combative
sports [bexing] event on a closed circuit telecast in which a fee is
charged for admission to the telecast must:

(1) hold a [bexing] promoter's license under this
chapter; and
(2) obtain a permit for the closed circuit telecast.

SECTION 11. Subchapter C, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code,
is amended by adding Sections 2052.116 and 2052.117 to read as
follows:

Sec. 2052.116. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION
REGISTRATION. A person may not act as an amateur combative sports
assoclation unless the person 1s registered under this chapter.

Sec. 2052.117. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSQCIATION
REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS. (a) An applicant for registration as
an amateur combative sports association must apply on a form
acceptable to the executive director.

(b) An application must be accompanied by:

(1) a registration fee in the amount set by the
commission;

(2) proof of compliance with requirements established
by rule for:

(A) insurance; and
(B) surety bonds, if any;
(3) a <copy of the 1rules of the association
establishing standards of conduct for contestants and officials;
and

(4) proof that the association is recognized or
organized as a nonprofit organization under the laws of this state
or has such status under federal law.

(c) Rules of the association must be approved by the
department.

SECTION 12. Section 2052.151, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.151. IMPOSITION AND RATE QOF TAX. (a) A tax is
imposed on a person who:

(1) conducts a combative sports [be*éag] event [+
Fretudingean—eliminationtournament,] in which a fee is charged for
admission to the event; or

(2) exhibits in this state a simultaneous telecast of
a live, spontaneous, or current combative sports [bexing] event on
a closed circuit telecast, in which a fee is charged for admission
to the telecast([+ox

[3—econduects—or—Sponsors—an—amateur—boxing—eventr

¥ - i
eshef than—an—event—exempt—Erom—licensing—under—Section
2352 1025 53)’ (431 o¥—(5r—in—which—a—fee—ic—~charged—Fox

(b) The [xate—of—+the] tax is three percent of the gross
receipts obtained from the sale of tickets to the event, plus three
percent of gross receipts received from sales of broadcast rights
or $30,000, whichever is less.
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SECTION 13. Subsections (a) and (b), Section 2052.152,
Occupations Code, are amended to read as follows:

(a) A person on whom a tax is imposed under Section
2052.151, not later than three business days [#2—heurs] after the
end of the event or telecast for which the tax is due, shall submit
to the department a verified report on a form acceptable to
[furnishedby¥] the department stating:

(1) the number of tickets sold to the event;
(2) the ticket prices charged;

(3) the gross price charged for the sale or lease of
broadcasting, television, and motion picture rights without any
deductions for commissions, brokerage fees, distribution fees,
advertising, or other expenses or charges; and

(4) the amount of gross receipts obtained from the

event.

(b) The person shall attach to the report a cashier's check,
check, or money order payable to this state in the amount of the tax
imposed on the event covered by the report.

SECTION 14. Section 2052.153, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.153. CLOSED CIRCUIT TELECAST. A person
exhibiting a simultaneous telecast of a live, spontaneous, or
current combative sports [bexing] event on a closed circuit
telecast that occurs in Texas in which a fee is charged for
admission to the exhibition:

(1) must:
(A) be a [bewxing] promoter; and
(B) obtain a permit for each telecast exhibited;

and
(2) shall comply with the tax provisions of Sections
[Seetdion] 2052.151 and 2052.152.
SECTION 15. Section 2052.251, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.251. [BoXIN&] GLOVES. A combative sports
[bexing] event contestant [+—ether—than—an—eliminatieon—tournoment
] shall wear [e&gh%-euaee—be*&ﬁg]

gloves of the type and weight specified by commission rule, unless
the commission by applicable rule requires or permits contestants
[a—centestant] to not wear [heawiex] gloves.

SECTION 16. Section 2052.252, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.252. REGULATED [CEREAIN] AMATEUR EVENTS.
(a) This section applies to an amateur combative sports [bexing]
event, other than an event described by Section 2052.110
[ 205233023 F+—4)—or—{5)oeoran-eliminationtourpament—osubiect
fo—Subechapter—E], in which a fee is charged for admission to the
event.

(b) The amateur combative sports association sponsoring or
producing the event shall register with the department not later
than 30 days before the date the event begins.

(c) The event may take place only if the executive director
approves the event not later than seven days before the date the
event begins.

(d) [4e*>] Each contestant [emt¥y¥] in the event must have
been a member of the amateur combative sports association for the
30- day perlod immediately precedlng [ be—filed—with—the—amateur

] the date the event
begins and must be a member on the date of the event.

(e) [£&)] The amateur combative sports association
[exganization] shall determine the amateur standing of the event
contestants and shall establish training programs consisting of at
least 30 days of training for each contestant.

(f) [4e*+] The event is subject to the supervision of the
executive director.

[58)—2A11 profits—Ffrom—the event mucst be used to-—develop
amateur—athleoticss]

gg) [9g4y—a—%eée*ee—e%—}&dge—Léeeﬁsed—&aée*—%hés—ehap%e*—may

[+8>] Each contestant participating in the event must be

12
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examined by a licensed physician within a reasonable time before
the event begins. A licensed physician must be present at ringside
during the entire event.

(h) [+3] A professional combative sports contestant

[bexex] licensed under this chapter may not participate as _a
contestant [imanyeapaecity] in the event.

SECTION 17. Subchapter F, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code,
is amended by adding Section 2052.254 to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.254. ELIMINATION TOURNAMENTS. An elimination
tournament may not be conducted in this state.

SECTION 18. The following provisions of the Occupations
Code are repealed:
(1) Sections 2052.103, 2052.105, and 2052.106; and
(2) Subchapter E, Chapter 2052.
SECTION 19. This Act takes effect September 1, 2005.

* % % % %

£
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BILL ANALYSIS

Senate Research Center S.B. 796
By: Lucio

Business & Commerce

3/22/2005

As Filed

AUTHOR'S/SPONSOR'S STATEMENT OF INTENT

Boxing was first regulated by the state in 1933 as a way to increase government revenue during
the Great Depression. In the decades since, the law has evolved primarily to protect the physical
and fiscal health of the boxers and to ensure the fairness of the fight. S.B. 796 continues this
process and provides the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (department) the means
to accommodate the growth of combative sports in Texas. S.B. 796 will encourage the growth of
combative sports while improving the state's economic advantage over competitive states. It also
will allow the department to concentrate its resources where they are most needed and enhance
regulation of emerging combative sports. Combative sports continue to evolve and the law
needs to be updated to reflect the current state of boxing and other combative sports.

As proposed, S.B. 796 will prohibit elimination tournaments in Texas. Texas currently assesses
a three percent tax on the broadcasting rights receipts for combative sports. Unlike many states,
the Texas tax has no cap. S.B. 796 will set a cap of $30,000 on the broadcasting tax.

Further, S.B. 796 reduces regulation and red tape for established amateur sporting organizations
by removing the requirement that the organization be recognized by the executive director of the
department and that they notify the department in advance of their events.

S.B. 796 improves regulation of less established amateur combative sports organizations by
requiring them to have their rules reviewed annually by the department.

Finally, S.B. 796 ends the requirement that professional wrestling promoters register with the
Texas Secretary of State.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

Rulemaking authority previously granted to the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation
is modified in SECTION 2 (Section 2052.052, Occupations Code) and SECTION 15 (Section
2052.251, Occupations Code) of this bill.

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS

SECTION 1. Amends Section 2052.002, Occupations Code, as follows:

Sec. 2052.002. DEFINITIONS. Defines "amateur," "amateur combative sports
association," "combative sports,” "contest," "kickboxing," "martial arts," "match,"
and "mixed martial arts." Redefines "boxing," "elimination tournament,"
"exhibition," "judge," "professional combative sports contestant," "promoter," and
"referee." Deletes existing - definitions of "boxing promoter,” "championship
tournament," "elimination tournament boxing promoter," "elimination tournament
contestant," "local tournament," "regional tournament," and "wrestling promoter."

SECTION 2. Amends Subsection (b), Section 2052.052, Occupations Code, to modify the areas
for which the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (commission) is authorized to
adopt rules relating to boxing, martial arts, or mixed martial arts.

SECTION 3. Amends Section 2052.055(a), Occupations Code, to make a conforming change.

SECTION 4. Amends Section 2052.101, Occupations Code, to make conforming changes.
SRC-MKA S.B. 796 79(R) Page 1 of 4



SECTION 5. Amends the heading to Section 2052.102, Occupations Code, to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.102. PROMOTER LICENSE APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

SECTION 6. Amends Section 2052.102(a), Occupations Code, to make a conforming change.

SECTION 7. Amends Section 2052.107, Occupations Code, to make conforming changes.

SECTION 8. Amends Section 2052.110, Occupations Code, as follows:

Sec. 2052.110. LICENSE AND BONDING EXCEPTIONS. Provides that, if the
contestants are amateurs, the licensing and bonding requirements of this chapter do not
apply to:

(1) an event conducted by a college, school, or university that is part of the
institution's athletic program in which only sudents of educational institutions
participate;

(2) an event which is conducted by a troop, battery, company, or unit of the
Texas National Guard or a law enforcement agency, and in which only members
of military or law enforcement organizations participate; or

(3) an event which is conducted by an organization of the Olympic Games, the
Paralympic Games, or the Pan- American Games and in which participants train or
compete for advancement to or within the games. Deletes existing exceptions
relating to a boxing events conducted with no prizes or that are conducted by a
nonprofit organization. Renumbers subdivisions to reflect changes.

SECTION 9. Amends Section 2052.111, Occupations Code, to authorize the executive director
to deny an application for a license or registration if certain circumstances apply.

SECTION 10. Amends Section 2052.113, Occupations Code, to make conforming changes.

SECTION 11. Amends Subchapter C, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code, by adding Sections
2052.116 and 2052.117, as follows:

Sec. 2052.116. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION
REGISTRATION. Prohibits a person from acting as an amateur combative sports
association unless the person is registered under this chapter.

Sec. 2052.117. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION REGISTRATION
REQUIREMENTS. (a) Requires an applicant for registration as an amateur combative
sports association to apply on a form acceptable to the executive director of the Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation (executive director).

(b) Requires that an application be accompanied by a fee and certain information.

(c) Requires that rules of the association be approved by the Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation (department).

SECTION 12. Amends Section 2052.151, Occupations Code, as follows:
Sec. 2052.151. IMPOSITION AND RATE OF TAX. (a) Makes conforming changes.

(b) Provides that the tax, rather than the rate of the tax, is three percent of the
gross receipts obtained from the sale of tickets to the event, and, in addition, three
percent of gross receipts received from sales of broadcast rights or $30,000,
whichever is less.

SECTION 13. Amends Sections 2052.152(a) and (b), Occupations Code, as follows:
SRC-MKA S.B. 796 79(R) Page 2 of 4



(a) Makes nonsubstantive changes.

(b) Includes a check in the forms of acceptable payment a person is required to attach to
a report.

SECTION 14. Amends Section 2052.153, Occupations Code, to specify that a person exhibiting
a simultaneous telecast of a live, spontaneous, or current combative sports event on a closed
circuit telecast that occurs in Texas in which a fee is charge for admission to the exhibition is

required to meet certain requirements, including compliance with the tax provisions of both
Sections 2052.151 and 2052.152. Makes conforming changes.

SECTION 15. Amends Section 2052.251, Occupations Code, as follows:

Sec. 2052.251. New heading: GLOVES. Requires a combative sports event contestant
to wear gloves of the type and weight specified by commission rule, rather than eight-
ounce boxing gloves, unless the commission by applicable rule requires or permits
contestants to not wear gloves. Makes conforming changes.

SECTION 16. Amends Section 2052.252, Occupations Code, as follows:

Sec. 2052.252. New heading: REGULATED AMATEUR EVENTS. (a) Provides that
this section applies to an amateur combative sports event, other than an event described
by Section 2052.110, rather than 2052.110(2), (3), (4), or (5) or an elimination
tournament subject to Subchapter E, in which a fee is charged for admission to the event.

(b) Requires the amateur combative sports association sponsoring or producing
the event to register with the department not later than 30 days before the date the
event begins.

(c) Creates subsection from existing text.

(d) Requires each contestant, rather than entry, in the event to have been a
member of the amateur combative sports association for the 30-day period
immediately preceding the date the event begins and is required to be a member
on the date of the event. Deletes existing text requiring registration not later than
the third day before an event.

(e) Requires the amateur combative sports association, rather than organization,
to determine the amateur standing of the event contestants and to establish
training programs consisting of at least 30 days of training for each contestant.

(f) Creates subsection from existing text. Deletes existing text requiring profits
from events to be used to develop amateur athletics.

(8) Redesignated from existing Subsection (h). Deletes text of existing

Subsection (g) authorizing only a licensed judge or referee to participate in the
event.

(h) Prohibits a professional combative sports contestant licensed under this

chapter from participating as a contestant, rather than in any capacity, in the
event.

SECTION 17. Amends Subchapter F, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code, by adding Section
2052.254, as follows: '

Sec. 2052.254. ELIMINATION TOURNAMENTS. Prohibits an elimination
tournament from being conducted in this state.

SECTION 18. Repealers in the Occupations Code:

SRC-MKA S.B. 796 79(R) Page 3 of 4



(1) Sections 2052.103 (Elimination Tournament Boxing Promoter License Application
Requirements), 2052.105 (Wrestling Promoter Registration), and 2052.106 (Wrestling
Promoter Application Requirements); and

(2) Subchapter E (Regulation of Elimination Tournaments), Chapter 2052.

SECTION 19. Effective date: September 1, 2005.

SRC-MKA S.B. 796 79(R) Page 4 of 4



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 79TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

March 28, 2005
TO: Honorable Troy Fraser, Chair, Senate Committee on Business & Commerce
FROM: John S. O'Brien, Deputy Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB796 by Lucio (Relating to the combative sports program.), As Introduced

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend the Occupations Code by defining combative sports terms relating to the
Combative Sports Program in the Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR), such as

on

"amateur”, "amateur combative sports association", and "contest". The bill would define "combative
sports" to include boxing, kickboxing, martial arts, and mixed martial arts, where participants
voluntarily engage in full contact to score points, to cause an opponent to submit, or to disable an
opponent in a contest, match, or exhibition.

The bill states that an elimination tournament and wrestling promoter registration and application may
not be conducted in this state by repealing Sections 2052.103, 2052.105, 2052.106, and Subchapter E,
Chapter 2052, of the Occupations Code. According to TDLR, the provisions of this bill would have no
significant fiscal impact.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2005.

Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts, 452 Department of Licensing and Regulation
'LBB Staff: JOB, JRO, MW, DE, RR
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By: Lucio S.B. No. 796
(Goolsby)

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to the combative sports program.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Section 2052.002, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.002. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter:

(1) "Amateur" means a person who has never received or

competed for any purse or other thing of wvalue, including

reimbursement for expenses related to training or to participation

in a combative sports event, that exceeded the maximum amount

established by an amateur combative sports association.

(2) "Amateur combative sports association" means an

organization that has nonprofit status under the laws of this state

or undexr federal law and that produces, arranges, advertises,

conducts, or stages combative sports events in which all the

contestants are amateurs.

(3) "Boxing" means to compete with the fists.

(4) "Combative sports" means sports, including

boxing, kickboxing, martial arts, and mixed martial arts, in which

participants voluntarily engage in full contact to score points, to

cause an opponent to submit, or to disable an opponent in a contest,

match, or exhibition. The term does not include student training or

exhibitions of students’' skills conducted by martial arts schools,

or associations of schools, where the students' participation is
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for health and recreational purposes rather than competition and

where the intent is to wuse only partial contact [dneludes

] onehin ] o 5.

(5) [443] "Commission" means the Texas Commission of

Licensing and Regulation.

(6) "Contest" means a combative sports engagement in

which the participants strive earnestly to win.

(7) [45)] "Department" means the Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation.

(8) [4e+)] "Elimination tournament” means a combative
sports [beximrg] contest in which [eliminatien —tournament]
contestants compete in a series of matches until not more than one

contestant remains in any weight category. The term does not

include an [a-bexing] event described by Section 2052.110.
( ) [ 1] ] : 3 "
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[48=2)] "Executive director" means the executive

director of the department or the executive director's designated
representative.

(10) [493] "Exhibition" means a combative sports

[boxing-oer—wrestdting] skills demonstration.

(11) [43+65] "Event" means a contest, match, or

exhibition.
(12) [4333] "Judge" means a person who is[=+
(41 3 . e durs ] . ]

[{83] responsible for scoring the performances
of the participants in a [#ke] match.

(13) "Kickboxing" means to compete by delivering blows

with the fists, arms, feet, legs, or any combination thereof.

(14) "Martial arts" means any one of the individual

disciplines described by rule adopted by the commission in which

the contestants engage in unarmed combat using the applicable

technigques to grapple with, kick, or strike an opponent to win a

contest by causing an opponent to submit or by scoring points

against or disabling an opponent.

(15) "Match" means any contest or exhibition.

(16) "Mixed martial arts" means unarmed combat

involving the use of a combination of techniques from different

disciplines of the martial arts including grappling, kicking, and

striking and may include the use of full, unrestrained physical

force.

(17) [ —'TLecal—tournament ' —means—an—eliminati-on
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[433)] "Professional <combative sports contestant

[besex]" means a person who competes in a combative sports [bexing]

event in this state conducted for a purse or compensation.

(18) [43F3=a)] "Promoter" means any person who

produces, arranges, advertises, conducts, or stages a combative

sports event [abexing-prometer—or-wrestling-promoter].

(19) [4349] "Referee" means a person who:

(A) 1is present in the ring during a match [bexing

ewent]; and

(B) exercises general supervision of the match

[435=a)] "Ringside physician" means an individual
licensed to practice medicine in this state who is registered with

the department.
[ = : >
S rangesadvertises—or—conductoawrestlingevent—]
SECTION 2. Subsection (b), Section 2052.052, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:
(b) The commission may adopt rules:

(1) governing boxing, [prefessienal] kickboxing,

martial arts, or mixed martial arts contests and exhibitions;

(2) establishing reasonable qualifications for an
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applicant seeking a license or registration from the department

under this chapter;
(3) recognizing a sanction, medical suspension, or

disqualification of a licensee or registrant [diecense-heldex] by a

combative sports authority in any state, provided that if licensure

or registration is denied based on those actions, an applicant has

an opportunity for [a—=ight—+te] a hearing as prescribed by rule;

(4) establishing practice requirements or specialty
certifications that a person licensed to practice medicine in this
state must meet to register as a ringside physician;

(5) requiring a contestant to ©present with an
application for licensure or license renewal documentation [+e—the

. 15 ] : . e  cinal ] of

recent blood test results that demonstrate whether the contestant

is free from hepatitis B virus, hepatitis C wvirus, human
immunodeficiency virus, and any other communicable disease
designated by commission rule and providing that a contestant's
failure to provide the required blood test results disqualifies the
contestant;

(6) providing that to participate in any event a
contestant must be free of hepatitis B virus, hepatitis C virus,
human immunodeficiency virus, and any other communicable disease
designated by rule;

(7) requiring that a contestant present with an

application for licensure or license renewal documentation of the

results of [uwrdexrge] a physical examination, including an
ophthalmologic [epthatmelegiecalt] examination, [et—er—mear—the—time
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ofweigh=in] and providing for disqualification of a contestant who
is determined by an examining physician to be unfit; [ard]

(8) establishing additional responsibilities for
promoters; and

(9) governing requlated amateur events.

SECTION 3. Subsection (a), Section 2052.055, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The presiding officer of the commission, with the
commission's approval, may appoint a medical advisory committee to

advise the department concerning health issues for combative sports

[bewing] event contestants.

SECTION 4. Section 2052.101, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.101. [BO¥XING] PROMOTER LICENSE. A person may not

act as a [bexing] promoter [er—an—elimination—tournament—boxing
promoter] unless the person holds the appropriate [a] license

issued under this chapter.

SECTION 5. The heading to Section 2052.102, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.102. [BoxXING] PROMOTER LICENSE APPLICATION
REQUIREMENTS.

SECTION 6. Subsection (a), Section 2052.102, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) An applicant for a [bexing] promoter's license under
this chapter must apply on a form furnished by the executive

director.

SECTION 7. Section 2052.107, Occupations Code, is amended
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to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.107. OTHER COMBATIVE SPORTS [BO¥ING] LICENSES.

Unless a person holds a license or registration issued under this

chapter, the person may not act as a combative sports:

(1) professional contestant [bexexr];

(2) manager of a professional contestant [bexex];

(3) referee;
(4) Jjudge;
(5) second;
(6) timekeeper;
(7) matchmaker; or
(8) 1ringside physician.
SECTION 8. Section 2052.110, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.110. LICENSE AND BONDING EXCEPTIONS. If the

contestants are amateurs, the [®he] licensing and bonding

‘requirements of this chapter [subehepter] do not apply to:
(1) [a—bewing—event—in—which—the—participants—do—not
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sthletic—ascociation ~chartered—under the Jlaw—of —this sctater
e T 1 Lo club-affils 1 eithot] e 1 3

e hinthi 3 o od] ] . 15

[+3>] an event conducted by a college, school, or
university that is part of the institution's athletic program in
which only students of [&iffexent] educational institutions
participate;

(2) [44)] an event which is conducted by [in—which
only—members—e£] a troop, battery, company, or unit of the Texas

National Guard or a law enforcement agency and in which only members

of military or law enforcement organizations participate; or

(3) [45)] an event which is conducted by an
organization of the Olympic Games, the Paralympic Games, or the

Pan-American Games and in which participants train or compete for

advancement to or within the games.

SECTION 9. Section 2052.111, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.111. DENIAL OF APPLICATION. The executive

director may deny an application for a license or registration if:

(1) the applicant does not meet the qualifications for

the license or registration; or

(2) after conducting an investigation and providing an

opportunity for a hearing, the executive director determines that

the applicant has violated this chapter or a rule adopted under this
chapter.
SECTION 10. Section 2052.113, Occupations Code, is amended

to read as follows:
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Sec. 2052.113. LICENSE AND PERMIT REQUIRED FOR CLOSED
CIRCUIT [BO¥XING] TELECAST. A person who exhibits in this state a
simultaneous telecast of a live, spontaneous, or current combative
sports [bexing] event on a closed circuit telecast in which a fee is
charged for admission to the telecast must:
(1) hold a [bexing] promoter's license under this
chapter; and
(2) obtain a permit for the closed circuit telecast.
SECTION 11. Subchapter C, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code,
is amended by adding Sections 2052.116 and 2052.117 to read as
follows:

Sec. 2052.116. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION

REGISTRATION. A person may not act as an amateur combative sports

association unless the person is registered under this chapter.

Sec. 2052.117. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS. (a) An applicant for registration as

an amateur combative sports association must apply on a form

acceptable to the executive director.

(b) An application must be accompanied by:

(1) a registration fee in the amount set by the

commission;

(2) proof of compliance with requirements established

by rule for:

(A) insurance; and

(B) surety bonds, if any;

(3) a <copy of the rules of the association

establishing standards of conduct for contestants and officials;

S
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and

(4) proof that the association is recognized or

organized as a nonprofit organization under the laws of this state

or has such status under federal law.

(c) Rules of the association must be approved by the

department.

SECTION 12. Section 2052.151, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.151. IMPOSITION AND RATE OF TAX. (a) A tax is
imposed on a person who:

(1) conducts a combative sports [bexing] event|s
inetudingan—eliminatien—toeurnamenty] in which a fee is charged for

admission to the event; or

(2) exhibits in this state a simultaneous telecast of

a live, spontaneous, or current combative sports [bexing] event on

a closed circuit telecast, in which a fee is charged for admission
to the telecast[+ox
[ 3 ——econduects—or—sponsers—an—amateur—boxing—eventrs
othex—than—an—event—euwempt—Efrom—licensing—under Section
2052.110(2) (3] 4 5 . il : . ] 1 ¢
S . ] .
(b) The [¥ate—of—+the] tax is three percent of the gross

receipts obtained from the sale of tickets to the event, plus three

percent of gross receipts received from sales of broadcast rights

or $30,000, whichever is less.

SECTION 13. Subsections (a) and (b), Section 2052.152,

Occupations Code, are amended to read as follows:

10
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(a) A person on whom a tax is imposed under Section

2052.151, not later than three business days [#2-houxs] after the

end of the event or telecast for which the tax is due, shall submit

to the department a verified report on a form acceptable to

[fexnished by¥] the department stating:

(1) the number of tickets sold to the event;

(2) the ticket prices charged;

(3) the gross price charged for the sale or lease of
broadcasting, television, and motion picture rights without any
deductions for commissions, brokerage fees, distribution fees,
advertising, or other expenses or charges; and

(4) the amount of gross receipts obtained from the
event.

(b) The person shall attach to the report a cashier's check,

check, or money order payable to this state in the amount of the tax

imposed on the event covered by the report.

SECTION 14. Section 2052.153, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.153. CLOSED CIRCUI"_'[‘ TELECAST. A person
exhibiting a simultaneous telecast of a live, spontaneous, or

current combative sports [bexing] event on a closed circuit

telecast that occurs in Texas in which a fee is charged for

admission to the exhibition:
(1) must:

(A) be a [bexing] promoter; and
(B) obtain a permit for each telecast exhibited;

and

11
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(2) shall comply with the tax provisions of Sections

[Seetiern] 2052.151 and 2052.152.

SECTION 15. Section 2052.251, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.251. [BOXING] GLOVES. A combative sports
[boxing] event contestant[—ether—than—an—eliminationteurnament
contestant—under—Subchapter—Ey] shall wear [eight=ounce—bexing]

gloves of the type and weight specified by commission rule, unless

the commission by applicable rule requires or permits contestants

[a—ecentestant] to not wear [heawdier] gloves.
SECTION 16. Section 2052.252, Occupations Code, is amended

to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.252. REGULATED [EBERFAIN] AMATEUR EVENTS.

(a) This section applies to an amateur combative sports [bexing]

event, other than an event described by Section 2052.110
(205211042} (3} (4) 5 Limi . b
te—Subchaptex—E], in which a fee is charged for admission to the
event.

(b) The amateur combative sports association sponsoring or

producing the event shall register with the department not later

than 30 days before the date the event begins.

(c The event may take place only if the executive director

approves the event not later than seven days before the date the

event begins.

(d) [4e}>] Each contestant [estxy] in the event must have

been a member of the amateur combative sports association for the

30-day period immediately preceding [be—filed with the—amateur

12
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organigatieonnotlater—than—the-thirdday-befoexre] the date the event

begins and must be a member on the date of the event.

(e) [483] The amateur combative sports association

[exganipatien] shall determine the amateur standing of the event

contestants and shall establish training programs consisting of at

least 30 days of training for each contestant.

(f) [4e3>] The event is subject to the supervision of the

executive director.

[E—Att—prefits—from—the—event—must—be—used—to—develop

[4>] Each contestant participating in the event must be
examined by a licensed physician within a reasonable time before
the event begins. A licensed physician must be present at ringside
during the entire event.

(h) [483] A professional combative sports contestant

[bower] licensed under this chapter may not participate as a

contestant [inanyeepaecity] in the event.
SECTION 17. Subchapter F, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code,

is amended by adding Section 2052.254 to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.254. ELIMINATION TOURNAMENTS. An elimination

tournament may not be conducted in this state.

SECTION 18. The following provisions of the Occupations
Code are repealed:
(1) Sections 2052.103, 2052.105, and 2052.106; and

(2) Subchapter E, Chapter 2052.

13
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SECTION 19. This Act takes effect September 1, 2005.

14



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 79TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

March 28, 2005
TO: Honorable Troy Fraser, Chair, Senate Committee on Business & Commerce

FROM: John S. O'Brien, Deputy Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB796 by Lucio (Relating to the combative sports program.), As Introduced

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend the Occupations Code by defining combative sports terms relating to the
Combative Sports Program in the Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR), such as
"amateur”, "amateur combative sports association”, and "contest". The bill would define "combative
sports" to include boxing, kickboxing, martial arts, and mixed martial arts, where participants
voluntarily engage in full contact to score points, to cause an opponent to submit, or to disable an
opponent in a contest, match, or exhibition.

The bill states that an elimination tournament and wrestling promoter registration and application may
not be conducted in this state by repealing Sections 2052.103, 2052.105, 2052.106, and Subchapter E,

Chapter 2052, of the Occupations Code. According to TDLR, the provisions of this bill would have no
significant fiscal impact.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2005.

Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts, 452 Department of Licensing and Regulation
LBB Staff: JOB, JRO, MW, DE, RR
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By: Lucio S.B. No. 796
(Goolsby)

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to the combative sports program.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Section 2052.002, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.002. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter:

(1) "Amateur" means a person who has never received or

competed for any purse or other thing of wvalue, including

reimbursement for expenses related to training or to pari:icipation

in a combative sports event, that exceeded the maximum amount

established by an amateur combative sports association.

(2) "Amateur combative sports association" means an

organization that has nonprofit status under the laws of this state

or under federal law and that produces, arranges, advertises,

conducts, or stages combative sports events in which all the

contestants are amateurs.

(3) "Boxing” means to compete with the fists.

(4) "Combative sports" means sports, including

boxing, kickboxing, martial arts, and mixed martial arts, in which

participants voluntarily engage in full contact to score points, to

cause an opponent to submit, or to disable an opponent in a contest,

match, or exhibition. The term does not include student training ox

exhibitions of students' skills conducted by martial arts schools,

or associations of schools, where the students' participation is
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for health and recreational purposes rather than competition and

where the intent is to use only partial contact [dneludes

[ 1" ‘ 3 1
. ; | . J » I | . ; ] « 1 I . | l .
] . ] |] s g g. v | . | ‘ | l g
] . 1 » . ] . ] l ].

(5) [44)] "Commission" means the Texas Commission of

Licensing and Regulation.

(6) "Contest" means a combative sports engagement in

which the participants strive earnestly to win.

{7) [45}] '"Department" means the Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation.

{8) [4+e3] "Elimination tournament" means a combative
sports [bexing] contest in which [eliminatien—itournament]
contestants compete in a series of matches until not more than one

contestant remains in any weight category. The term does not

include an [abexirng] event described by Section 2052.110.
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[48=a)] "Executive director" means the executive

director of the department or the executive director's designated
representative.

(10) [4%)] "Exhibition" means a combative sports

[boxing-or—wrestling] skills demonstration.

(11) [4303] "Event" means a contest, match, or

exhibition.

(12) [3>] "Judge" means a person who is[+
(4B 1 . .  do durs boxs ol

[48)] responsible for scoring the performances
of the participants in a [£ke] match.

(13) "Kickboxing" means to compete by delivering blows

with the fists, arms, feet, legs, or any combination thereof.

(14) "Martial arts" means any one of the individual

disciplines described by rule adopted by the commission in which

the contestants engage in unarmed combat using the applicable

techniques to grapple with, kick, or strike an opponent to win a

contest by causing an opponent to submit or by scoring points

against or disabling an opponent.

(15) "Match" means any contest or exhibition.

(16) "Mixed martial arts" means unarmed combat

involving the use of a combination of techniques from different

disciplines of the martial arts including grappling, kicking, and

striking and may include the use of full, unrestrained physical

force.

(1'7) [ " "
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(+333] "Professional <combative sports contestant

[bexexr]" means a person who competes in a combative sports [bexing]

event in this state conducted for a purse or compensation.

(18) [£33=a)] "Promoter"™ means any person who

produces, arranges, advertises, conducts, or stages a combative

sports event [abewing-prometer—eor-wrestlingprometex].

(19) [434)] "Referee" means a person who:

(A) 1is present in the ring during a match [bexing
ewent]; and

(B) exercises general supervision of the match

(20) [ n 2 1

[435=a)] "Ringside physician" means an individual
licensed to practice medicine in this state who is registered with
the department. |

[+ - g -
a¥rrangesyradvertisesr—or-conductcawrestling-event~|

SECTION 2. Subsection (b), Section 2052.052, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b) The commission may adopt rules:

(1) governing boxing, [professionat] kickboxing,

martial arts, or mixed martial arts contests and exhibitions;

(2) establishing reasonable qualifications for an
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applicant seeking a license or registration from the department

under this chapter;
(3) recognizing a sanction, medical suspension, or

disqualification of a licensee or registrant [license-holdex] by a

combative sports authority in any state, provided that if licensure

or registration is denied based on those actions, an applicant has

O o 3 (o)} (8,1 > w N [and

an opportunity for [e—+xight—+e] a hearing as prescribed by rule;

(4) establishing practice requirements or specialty
certifications that a person licensed to practice medicine in this
state must meet to register as a ringside physician;

(5) requiring a contestant to present with an
application for licensure or license renewal documentation [fe-the

s 14 ] . e coiahai L cinal ] of

recent blood test results that demonstrate whethervthe contestant

is free from hepatitis B wvirus, hepatitis C wvirus, human
immunodeficiency wvirus, and any other communicable disease
designated by commission rule and providing that a contestant's
failure to provide the required blood test results disqualifies the
contestant;

(6) providing that to participate in any event a
contestant must be free of hepatitis B virus, hepatitis C virus,
human immunodeficiency virus, and any other communicable disease

designated by rule;

(7) requiring that a contestant present with an

application for licensure or license renewal documentation of the

results of [wndexge] a physical examination, including an

ophthalmologic [epthalmelegieal] examination, [et—er—mear—the—time
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of-wedigh=in] and providing for disqualification of a contestant who
is determined by an examining physician to be unfit; [and]

(8) establishing additional responsibilities for
promoters; and |

(9) governing requlated amateur events.

SECTION 3. Subsection (a), Section 2052.055, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The presiding officer of the commission, with the
commission's approval, may appoint a medical advisory committee to

advise the department concerning health issues for combative sports

[bexing] event contestants.

SECTION 4. Section 2052.101, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.101. [BOoXING] PROMOTER LICENSE. A person may not

act as a [bexing] promoter [er—an—eliminatieon—tournament—boiing
P*eme%e*] unless the person holds the appropriate [a] license

issued under this chapter.

SECTION 5. The heading to Section 2052.102, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.102. [BoXING] PROMOTER LICENSE APPLICATION
REQUIREMENTS.

SECTION 6. Subsection (a), Section 2052.102, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) An applicant for a [bexing] promoter's license under
this chapter must apply on a form furnished by the executive

director.

SECTION 7. Section 2052.107, Occupations Code, is amended
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to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.107. OTHER COMBATIVE SPORTS [BO¥ING] LICENSES.

Unless a person holds a license or registration issued under this

chapter, the person may not act as a combative sports:

(1) professional contestant [bexex];

(2) manager of a professional contestant [bewxex];

(3) referee;
(4) judge;
(5) second;
(6) timekeeper;
(7) matchmaker; or
(8) ringside physician.
SECTION 8. Section 2052.110, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.110. LICENSE AND BONDING EXCEPTIONS. If the

contestants are amateurs, the [Phe] 1licensing and bonding

‘requirements of this chapter [subehaptexr] do not apply to:

(1) [a—bewing—event—in-which—theparticipante—do—not
. . . : i
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[433] an event conducted by a college, school, or
university that is part of the institution's athletic program in
which only students of [diffexrent] educational institutions
participate;

(2) [443+] an event which is conducted by [in—which
onty—members—o£] a troop, battery, company, or unit of the Texas

National Guard or a law enforcement agency and in which only members

of military or law enforcement organizations participate; or

(3) [45+] an event which is conducted by an

organization of the Olympic Games, the Paralympic Games, or the

Pan-American Games and in which participants train or compete for

advancement to or within the games.

SECTION 9. Section 2052.111, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.111. DENIAL ‘OF APPLICATION. The executive

director may deny an application for a license oxr registration if:

(1) the applicant does not meet the qualifications for

the license or registration; or

(2) after conducting an investigation and providing an

opportunity for a hearing, the executive director determines that
the applicant has violated this chapter or a rule adépted under this
chapter.

SECTION 10. - Section 2052.113, Occupations Code, is amended

to read as follows:
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Sec. 2052.113. LICENSE AND PERMIT REQUIRED FOR CLOSED
CIRCUIT [BOXING] TELECAST. A person who exhibits in this state a
simultaneous telecast of a live, spontaneous, or current combative
sports [bexing] event on a closed circuit telecast in which a fee is
charged for admission to the telecast must:
(1) hold a [bexing] promoter's license under this
chapter; and
(2) obtain a permit for the closed circuit telecast.
SECTION 11. Subchapter C, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code,
is amended by adding Sections 2052.116 and 2052.117 to read as
follows:

Sec. 2052.116. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION

REGISTRATION. A person may not act as an amateur combative sports

association unless the person is registered under this chapter.

Sec. 2052.117. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS. (a) An applicant for registration as

an _amateur combative sports association must apply on a form

acceptable to the executive director.

(b) An application must be accompanied by:

(1) a registration fee in the amount set by the

commission;

(2) proof of compliance with requirements established

by rule for:

(A) insurance; and

(B) surety bonds, if any;

(3) a copy of the rules of the association

establishing standards of conduct for contestants and officials;
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and

(4) proof that the association is recognized or

organized as a nonprofit organization under the laws of this state

or has such status under federal law.

(c) Rules of the association must be approved by the

department.

SECTION 12. Section 2052.151, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.151. IMPOSITION AND RATE OF TAX. (a) A tax is
imposed on a person who:

(1) conducts a combative sports I[bexing] event[+
dnetudingan-elimination—tournaments] in which a fee is charged for

admission to the event; or

(2) exhibits in this state a simultaneous telecast of

a live, spontaneous, or current combative sports [bexing] event on

a closed circuit telecast, in which a fee is charged for admission
to the telecast[4+—o¥
[ 43 —conduete—0r—SpoRsors—ap—amateur—boxing—eventry
] ] c 13 . 3 }
micod ot 7.
(b) The [rate—of—the] tax is three percent of the gross

receipts obtained from the sale of tickets to the event, plus three

percent of gross receipts received from sales of broadcast rights

or $30,000, whichever is less.

SECTION 13. Subsections (a) and (b), Section 2052.152,

Occupations Code, are amended to read as follows:

10
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(a) A person on whom a tax is imposed wunder Section

2052.151, not later than three business days [F2—heurs] after the

end of the event or telecast for which the tax is due, shall submit

to the department a verified report on a form acceptable to

[£vxnished-by] the department stating:

(1) the number of tickets sold to the event;

(2) the ticket prices charged;

(3) the gross price charged for the sale or lease of
broadcasting, television, and motion picture rights without any
deductions for commissions, brokerage fees, distribution fees,
advertising, or other expenses or charges; and

(4) the amount of gross receipts obtained from the
event.

(b) - The person shall attach to the report a cashier's check,
check, or money order payable to this state in the amount of the tax
imposed on the event covered by the report. |

SECTION 14. Section 2052.153, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.153. CLOSED CIRCUI'II‘ TELECAST. A person
exhibiting a simultaneous telecast of a live, spontaneous, or

current combative sports [bexing] event on a closed circuit

.telecast that occurs in Texas in which a fee is charged for

admission to the exhibition:
(1) must:
(A) be a [bexing] promoter; and

(B) obtain a permit for each telecast exhibited;

and

11
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(2) shall comply with the tax provisions of Sections

[Seetden] 2052.151 and 2052.152.

SECTION 15. Section 2052.251, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.251. [BoX¥ENE] GLOVES. A combative sports
[boxing] event contestant[7—e%he*—%han—aa—e&éméaa%éen—%ea*aame&%
contestant—under—Subchapter—Ey] shall wear [eight=ounce—boxingl

gloves of the type and weight specified by commission rule, unless

the commission by applicable rule requires or permits contestants

[aeentestant] to not wear [heawier] gloves.

SECTION 16. Section 2052.252, Occupatibns Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.252. REGULATED [EERTATIN] AMATEUR EVENTS.

(a) This section applies to an amateur combative sports [bexing]

event, other than an event described by Section 2052.110

(265222042 )7—33—(4) ) Limi . I b
+o—Subehapter—%], in which a fee is charged for admission to the

event.

(b) The amateur combative sports association sponsoring or

producing the event shall register with the department not later

than 30 days before the date the event begins.

(c) The event may take place only if the executive director

approves the event not later than seven days before the date the

event begins.

(d) [4e3] Each contestant [emtxy] in the event must have

been a member of the amateur combative sports association for the

30-day period immédiately preceding [be—filed—with—the—amateur

12
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o¥rganigationnotlater—than-the-third-day-befoexre] the date the event

begins and must be a member on the date of the event.

(e) [4+&)] The amateur combative sports association

[exganigatien] shall determine the amateur standing of the event

contestants and shall establish training programs consisting of at

least 30 days of training for each contestant.

(f) [4e}+] The event is subject to the supervision of the
executive director.

[+5—AH—profits—from—the—-ovent—must—be—used—to—develop
amateur-athletiesy]

(g) [only—a—refereeor judge licensedunder—thischoptermay

o e .

[+k)>] Each contestant participating in the event must be
examined by a licensed physician within a reasonable time before
the event begins. A licensed physician must be present at ringside
during the entire event.

(h) [3] A professional combative sports contestant

[bexexr] licensed under this chapter may not participate as a

contestant [in-any-eapaecity] in the event.
SECTION 17. Subchapter F, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code,

is amended by adding Section 2052.254 to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.254. ELIMINATION TOURNAMENTS. An elimination

tournament may not be conducted in this state.

SECTION 18. The following provisions of the Occupations
Code are repealed:

(1) Sections 2052.103, 2052.105, and 2052.106; and
(2) Subchapter E, Chapter 2052.

13



COMMITTEE REPORT

The Honorable Tom Craddick me 1 & l amns
(date)

Speaker of the House of Representatives

Sir:
We, your COMMITTEE ON LICENSING AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES
toc whom was referred Sﬁqq lo have had the same under consideration and beg to report

back with the recommendation that it

do pass, without amendment.
( ) do pass, with amendment(s).
( ) do pass and be not printed; a Complete Committee Substitute is recommended in lieu of the original measure.
(

) yes M no A fiscal note was requested.
() yes b@ no A criminal justice policy impact statement was requested.
() yes ()Q no An equalized educational funding impact statement was requested.
() yes §<) no An actuarial analysis was requested.
{ ) ves ()() no A water development policy impact statement was requested.
() yes QQ no A tax equity note was requested.

( ) The Committee recommends that this measure be sent to the Committee on Local and Consent Calendars.
For Senate Measures: House Sponsor @OO ! Sb}/

Joint Sponsors: 4 / /

Co-Sponsors:

The measure was reported from Committee by the following vote:
AYE NAY PNV ABSENT

Flores, Chair

Geren, Vice-chair

Chisum

Goolsby

Hamilton

Homer

Jones, D.

Morrison

XX X X XK

Quintanilla

Total ﬁ ::: }<4A/$ /) /h/ |

, CHAIR
present, not voting

Wiolo

absent



BILL ANALYSIS

S.B. 796

By: Lucio

Licensing & Administrative Procedures
Committee Report (Unamended)

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

Boxing was first regulated by the state in 1933 as a way to increase government revenue during
the Great Depression. In the decades since, the law has evolved primarily to protect the physical
and fiscal health of the boxers and to ensure the fairness of the fight. S.B. 796 continues this
process and provides the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (department) the means
to accommodate the growth of combative sports in Texas. S.B. 796 will encourage the growth of
combative sports while improving the state's economic advantage over competitive states. It also
will allow the department to concentrate its resources where they are most needed and enhance
regulation of emerging combative sports. Combative sports continue to evolve and the law
needs to be updated to reflect the current state of boxing and other combative sports.

As proposed, S.B. 796 will prohibit elimination tournaments in Texas. Texas currently assesses
a three percent tax on the broadcasting rights receipts for combative sports. Unlike many states,
the Texas tax has no cap. S.B. 796 will set a cap of $30,000 on the broadcasting tax.

Further, S.B. 796 reduces regulation and red tape for established amateur sporting organizations
by removing the requirement that the organization be recognized by the executive director of the
department and that they notify the department in advance of their events.

S.B. 796 improves regulation of less established amateur combative sports organizations by
requiring them to have their rules reviewed annually by the department.

Finally, S.B. 796 ends the requirement that professional wrestling promoters register with the
Texas Secretary of State.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

It is the committee's opinion that rulemaking authority is expressly granted to the Texas
Commission of Licensing and Regulation in SECTION 2 (Section 2052.052, Occupations Code)
and SECTION 15 (Section 2052.251, Occupations Code) of this bill.

ANALYSIS
SECTION 1. Amends Section 2052.002, Occupations Code, as follows:

Sec. 2052.002. DEFINITIONS. Defines "amateur,” "amateur combative sports association,"
"combative sports," "contest," "kickboxing," "martial arts," "match," and "mixed martial arts."

Redefines "boxing," "elimination tournament," "exhibition," "judge," "professional combative
sports contestant," "promoter,” and "referee."

Deletes existing definitions of "boxing promoter," "championship tournament," "elimination
tournament boxing promoter," "elimination tournament contestant," "local tournament,”
"regional tournament," and "wrestling promoter."

SECTION 2. Amends Subsection (b), Section 2052.052, Occupations Code, to modify the areas
for which the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (commission) is authorized to
adopt rules relating to boxing, martial arts, or mixed martial arts.

SECTION 3. Amends Section 2052.055(a), Occupations Code, to make a conforming change.

S.B. 796 79(R)



SECTION 4. Amends Section 2052.101, Occupations Code, to make conforming changes.
SECTION 5. Amends the heading to Section 2052.102, Occupations Code, to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.102. PROMOTER LICENSE APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.

SECTION 6. Amends Section 2052.102(a), Occupations Code, to make a conforming change.
SECTION 7. Amends Section 2052.107, Occupations Code, to make conforming changes.
SECTION 8. Amends Section 2052.110, Occupations Code, as follows:

Sec. 2052.110. LICENSE AND BONDING EXCEPTIONS. Provides that, if the contestants are
amateurs, the licensing and bonding requirements of this chapter do not apply to:

(1) an event conducted by a college, school, or university that is part of the institution's athletic
program in which only students of educational institutions participate;

(2) an event which is conducted by a troop, battery, company, or unit of the Texas National
Guard or a law enforcement agency, and in which only members of military or law enforcement
organizations participate; or

(3) an event which is conducted by an organization of the Olympic Games, the Paralympic
Games, or the Pan-American Games and in which participants train or compete for advancement
to or within the games. Deletes existing exceptions relating to a boxing events conducted with
no prizes or that are conducted by a nonprofit organization. Renumbers subdivisions to reflect
changes.

SECTION 9. Amends Section 2052.111, Occupations Code, to authorize the executive director
to deny an application for a license or registration if certain circumstances apply.

SECTION 10. Amends Section 2052.113, Occupations Code, to make conforming changes.

SECTION 11. Amends Subchapter C, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code, by adding Sections
2052.116 and 2052.117, as follows:

Sec. 2052.116. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION REGISTRATION.
Prohibits a person from acting as an amateur combative sports association unless the person is
registered under this chapter.

Sec. 2052.117. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION REGISTRATION
REQUIREMENTS. (a) Requires an applicant for registration as an amateur combative sports
association to apply on a form acceptable to the executive director.

(b) Requires that an application be accompanied by a fee and certain information.

(c) Requires that rules of the association be approved by the departmenf.

SECTION 12. Amends Section 2052.151, Occupations Code, as follows:

Sec. 2052.151. IMPOSITION AND RATE OF TAX. (a) Makes conforming changes.

(b) Provides that the tax, rather than the rate of the tax, is three percent of the gross receipts
obtained from the sale of tickets to the event, and, in addition, three percent of gross receipts
received from sales of broadcast rights or $30,000, whichever is less.

SECTION 13. Amends Sections 2052.152 (a) and (b), Occupations Code, as follows:

(a) Requires a person on whom a tax is imposed under Section 2052.151, not later than three
business days, rather than 72 hours, after the end of the event or telecast for which the tax is due,

S.B. 796 T9(R)
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to submit to the department a verified report on a form acceptable to, rather than furnished by,
the department stating certain information.

(b) Includes a check in the forms of acceptable payment a person is required to attach to a
report.

SECTION 14. Amends Section 2052.153, Occupations Code, to specify that a person exhibiting
a simultaneous telecast of a live, spontaneous, or current combative sports event on a closed
circuit telecast that occurs in Texas in which a fee is charge for admission to the exhibition is

required to meet certain requirements, including compliance with the tax provisions of both
Sections 2052.151 and 2052.152. Makes conforming changes.

SECTION 15. Amends Section 2052.251, Occupations Code, as follows:

Sec. 2052.251. New heading: GLOVES. Requires a combative sports event contestant to wear
gloves of the type and weight specified by commission rule, rather than eight-ounce boxing
gloves, unless the commission by applicable rule requires or permits contestants to not wear
gloves. Makes conforming changes.

SECTION 16. Amends Section 2052.252, Occupations Code, as follows:

Sec. 2052.252. New heading: REGULATED AMATEUR EVENTS. (a) Provides that this
section applies to an amateur combative sports event, other than an event described by Section
2052.110, rather than 2052.110(2), (3), (4), or (5) or an elimination tournament subject to
Subchapter E, in which a fee is charged for admission to the event.

(b) Requires the amateur combative sports association sponsoring or producing the event to
register with the department not later than 30 days before the date the event begins.

(c) Creates subsection from existing text.

(d) Requires each contestant, rather than entry, in the event to have been a member of the
amateur combative sports association for the 30-day period immediately preceding the date the
event begins and is required to be a member on the date of the event. Deletes existing text
requiring registration not later than the third day before an event.

(e) Requires the amateur combative sports association, rather than organization, to determine the
amateur standing of the event contestants and to establish training programs consisting of at least
30 days of training for each contestant.

(f) Creates subsection from existing text. Deletes existing text requiring profits from events to
be used to develop amateur athletics.

(g) Redesignated from existing Subsection (h). Deletes text of existing Subsection (g)
authorizing only a licensed judge or referee to participate in the event. '

(h) Prohibits a professional combative sports contestant licensed under this chapter from
participating as a contestant, rather than in any capacity, in the event.

SECTION 17. Amends Subchapter F, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code, by addmg Section
2052.254, as follows:

Sec. 2052.254. ELIMINATION TOURNAMENTS. Prohibits an elimination tournament from
being conducted in this state.

SECTION 18. Repealers in the Occupations Code:

(1) Sections 2052.103 (Elimination Tournament Boxing Promoter License Application
Requirements), 2052.105 (Wrestling Promoter Registration), and 2052.106 (Wrestling Promoter
Application Requirements); and

S.B. 796 79(R)
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(2) Subchapter E, Chapter 2052 (Regulation of Elimination Tournaments).

SECTION 19. Effective date: September 1, 2005.

EFFECTIVE DATE

September 1, 2005.

S.B. 796 79(R)



SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTION
SB 796

April 27, '2005 10:30AM or upon final adjourn./recess

Considered in public hearing
Reported favorably without amendment(s)



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 79TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION

March 28, 2005
TO: Honorable Troy Fraser, Chair, Senate Committee on Business & Commerce
FROM: John S. O'Brien, Deputy Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB796 by Lucio (Relating to the combative sports program.), As Introduced

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend the Occupations Code by defining combative sports terms relating to the
Combative Sports Program in the Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR), such as
"amateur", "amateur combative sports association", and "contest". The bill would define "combative
sports" to include boxing, kickboxing, martial arts, and mixed martial arts, where participants
voluntarily engage in full contact to score points, to cause an opponent to submit, or to disable an
opponent in a contest, match, or exhibition.

The bill states that an elimination tournament and wrestling promoter registration and application may
not be conducted in this state by repealing Sections 2052.103, 2052.105, 2052.106, and Subchapter E,
Chapter 2052, of the Occupations Code According to TDLR, the provisions of this bill would have no
significant fiscal impact.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2005.

Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts, 452 Department of Licensing and Regulation
LBB Staff: JOB, JRO, MW, DE, RR
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AN ACT
relating to the combative sports program.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Section 2052.002, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.002. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter:

(1) "Amateur" means a person who has never received or

competed for any purse or other thing of wvalue, including

reimbursement for expenses related to training or to participation

in a combative sports event, that exceeded the maximum amount

established by an amateur combative sports association.

(2) "Amateur combative sports association" means an

organization that has nonprofit status under the laws of this state

or under federal law and that produces, arranges, advertises,

conducts, or stages combative sports events in which all the

contestants are amateurs.

(3) "Boxing" means to compete with the fists.

(4) "Combative sports" means sports, including

boxing, kickboxing, martial arts, and mixed martial arts, in which

participants voluntarily engage in full contact to score points, to

cause an opponent to submit, or to disable an opponent in a contest,

match, or exhibition. The term does not include student training or

exhibitions of students' skills conducted by»martial arts schools,

or associations of schools, where the students' participation is

R <
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for health and recreational purposes rather than competition and

where the intent is to use only partial contact [imetudes

[ 433 Lonoh d
el . s .
o ome b e a b s .

(5) [44)>] "Commission" means the Texas Commission of

Licensing and Regulation.

(6) "Contest" means a combative sports engagement in

which the participants strive earnestly to win.

(7) [453] "Department" means the Texas Department of
Licensing and Regulation.

(8) [4e)] "Elimination tournament" means a combative
sports [bexing] contest in which [edimination—tournament]
contestants compete in a series of matches until not more than one
contestant remains in any weight category. The term does not
include an [abexing] event described by Section 2052.110.

(9) I S B i i =

[ " : N < "
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[48=a)] '"Executive director" means the executive

director of the department or the executive director's designated
representative.

(10) [493] "Exhibition" means a combative sports

[ besing-or—wrestling] skills demonstration.

(11) [4383] YEvent" means a contest, match, or

exhibition.
(12) [4333] "Judge" means a person who is[+
()1 : : Ao durs ] . ]

[4B>] 1responsible for scoring the performances
of the participants in a [+ke] match.

(13) "Kickboxing" means to compete by delivering blows

with the fists, arms, feet, legs, or any combination thereof.

(14) "Martial arts" means any one of the individual

disciplines described by rule adopted by the commission in which

the contestants engage in unarmed combat using the applicable

techniques to grapple with, kick, or strike an opponent to win a

contest by causing an opponent to submit or by scoring points

against or disabling an opponent.

(15) "Match" means any contest or exhibition.

(16) "Mixed martial arts" means unarmed combat

involving the use of a combination of techniques from different

disciplines of the martial arts including grappling, kicking, and

striking and may include the use of full, unrestrained physical

force.

(17) [ 1" 1

-,
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[432)] "Professional <combative sports contestant

[boxex]" means a person who competes in a combative sports [bexing]

event in this state conducted for a purse or compensation.

(18) [F3=a)] "Promoter" means any person who

produces, arranges, advertises, conducts, or stages a combative

sports event [ebexing-promoter—or-wrestling proemeter].
(19) [4343] "Referee" means a person who:

(A) is present in the ring during a match [bexing

aexegt]; and

(B) exercises general supervision of the match

[435=a)] "Ringside physician" means an individual
licensed to practice medicine in this state who is registered with
the department.

[ " ; u
¥ ranges—advexrtises—o¥r—conductoawrestl-ing-event—-]

SECTION 2. Subsection (b), Section 2052.052, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:
(b) The commission may adopt rules:
(1) governing boxing, [prefessieonalt] kickboxing,

martial arts, or mixed martial arts contests and exhibitions;

(2) establishing reasonable qualifications for an
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applicant seeking a license or registration from the department

under this chapter;
(3) recognizing a sanction, medical suspension, or

disqualification of a licensee or registrant [license—-helder] by a

combative sports authority in any state, provided that if licensure

oY registration is denied based on those actions, an applicant has

an opportunity for [a—=ight—+e] a hearing as prescribed by rule;

(4) establishing practice requirements or specialty
certifications that a person licensed to practice medicine in this
state must meet to register as a ringside physician;

(5) requiring a contestant to present with an
application for licensure or license renewal documentation [+e—the

. 15 ] . : b  cinad ] of

recent blood test results that demonstrate whether the contestant

is free from hepatitis B virus, hepatitis C wvirus, human
immunodeficiency wvirus, and any other communicable disease
designated by commission rule and providing that a contestant's
failure to provide the required blood test results disqualifies the
contestant;

(6) providing that to participate in any event a
contestant must be free of hepatitis B virus, hepatitis C virus,
human immunodeficiency virus, and any other communicable disease
designated by rule;

(7) requiring that a contestant present with an

application for licensure or license renewal documentation of the

results of [uwnderge] a physical examination, including an

ophthalmologic [epthalmelegical] examination, [at—exmnear—thetime

(24
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of-weigh=in] and providing for disqualification of a contestant who
is determined by an examining physician to be unfit; [ané]

(8) establishing additional responsibilities for
promoters; and

(9) governing requlated amateur events.

SECTION 3. Subsection (a), Section 2052.055, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) The presiding officer of the commission, with the
commission's approval, may appoint a medical advisory committee to

advise the department concerning health issues for combative sports

[bexing] event contestants.

SECTION 4. Section 2052.101, Occupations Code, 1is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.101. [BOXIN&c] PROMOTER LICENSE. A person may not

act as a [bewxing] promoter [er—an—elimination—tournament—boxing
promoter] unless the person holds the appropriate [a] license

issued under this chapter.

SECTION 5. The heading to Section 2052.102, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.102. [BOXENG] PROMOTER LICENSE APPLICATION
REQUIREMENTS.

SECTION 6. Subsection (a), Section 2052.102, Occupations
Code, is amended to read as follows:

(a) An applicant for a [bewing] promoter's license underxr
this chapter must apply on a form furnished by the executive
director.

SECTION 7. Section 2052.107, Occupations Code, is amended

Pl
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to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.107. OTHER COMBATIVE SPORTS [BOXING] LICENSES.

Unless a person holds a license or registration issued under this

chapter, the person may not act as a combative sports:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

SECTION 8.

professional contestant [bexex];

manager of a professional contestant [bexer];

referee;

judge;

second;
timekeeper;
matchmakexr; or
ringside physician.

Section 2052.110, Occupations Code, is amended

to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.110. LICENSE AND BONDING EXCEPTIONS. If the

contestants are

amateurs, the [The] licensing and bonding

requirements of this chapter [subehaptexr] do not apply to:
(o . : hichot] - 3

(1)
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[4<35] an event conducted by a college, school, or
university that is part of the institution's athletic program in
which only students of [diffexent] educational institutions
participate;

(2) [443] an event which is conducted by [in—which
onty—members—of] a troop, battery, company, or unit of the Texas

National Guard or a law enforcement agency and in which only members

of military or law enforcement organizations participate; or

(3) [+53] an event which is conducted by an

organization of the Olympic Games, the Paralympic Games, or the

Pan-American Games and in which participants train or compete for

advancement to or within the games.

SECTION 9. Section 2052.111, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.111. DENIAL OF APPLICATION. The executive

director may deny an application for a license or registration if:

(1) the applicant does not meet the qualifications for

the license or registration; or

(2) after conducting an investigation and providing an

opportunity for a hearing, the executive director determines that
the applicant has violated this chapter or a rule adopted under this
chapter. '

SECTION 10. Section 2052.113, Occupations Code, is amended

to read as follows:
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Sec. 2052.113. LICENSE AND PERMIT REQUIRED FOR CLOSED
CIRCUIT [BOXING] TELECAST. A person who exhibits in this state a
simultaneous telecast of a live, spontaneous, or current combative
sports [bexing] event on a closed circuit telecast in which a fee is
charged for admission to the telecast must:
(1) hold a [bexing] promoter's license under this
chapter; and
(2) obtain a permit for the closed circuit telecast.
SECTION 11. Subchapter C, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code,
is amended by adding Sections 2052.116 and 2052.117 to read as
follows:

Sec. 2052.116. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION

REGISTRATION. A person may not act as an amateur combative sports

association unless the person is registered under this chapter.

Sec. 2052.117. AMATEUR COMBATIVE SPORTS ASSOCIATION

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS. (a) An applicant for registration as

an amateur combative sports association must apply on a form

acceptable to the executive director.

(b) An application must be accompanied by:

(1) a registration fee in the amount set by the

commission;

(2) proof of compliance with requirements established

by rule for:

(A) insurance; and

(B) surety bonds, if any;

(3) a copy of the rules of the association

establishing standards of conduct for contestants and officials;

'l.u_ v <
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and

(4) proof that the association 1is recognized or

organized as a nonprofit organization under the laws of this state

or has such status under federal law.

(c) Rules of the association must be approved by the

department.

SECTION 12. Section 2052.151, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:
Sec. 2052.151. 1IMPOSITION AND RATE OF TAX. (a) A tax is
imposed on a person who:
(1) conducts a combative sports [bexing] eventl[+

éaeéaééég—an~&L§méaa%éea—%e&*namen%7] in which a fee is charged for

admission to the event; or

(2) exhibits in this state a simultaneous telecast of

a live, spontaneous, or current combative sports [bexing] event on

a closed circuit telecast, in which a fee is charged for admission
to the telecast[+ex _
[ L3RS et 60 Fr—SPORSOFS—aR—ama e ur—boxing—eventry
] ] : i 5 3 .

admi-ssion—teo—the-event].
(b) The [+ate—ef—the] tax is three percent of the gross

receipts obtained from the sale of tickets to the event, plus three

percent of gross receipts received from sales of broadcast rights

or $30,000, whichever is less.

SECTION 13. Subsections (a) and (b), Section 2052.152,

Occupations Code, are amended to read as follows:

10
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(a) A person on whom a tax is imposed under Section

2052.151, not later than three business days [F#2—heuxs] after the

end of the event or telecast for which the tax is due, shall submit
to the department a verified report on a form acceptable to

[furnishedby] the department stating:
(1) the number of tickets sold to the event;

(2) the ticket prices charged;

(3) the gross price charged for the sale or lease of
broadcasting, television, and motion picture rights without any
deductions for commissions, brokerage fees, distribution fees,
advertising, or other expenses or charges; and

(4) the amount of gross receipts obtained from the
event.

(b) The person shall attach to the report a cashier's check,

check, or money order payable to this state in the amount of the tax

imposed on the event covered by the report.

SECTION 14. Section 2052.153, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.153. CLOSED CIRCUIT TELECAST. A  person
exhibiting a simultaneous telecast of a live, spontaneous, or

current combative sports [bexing] event on a closed circuit

telecast that occurs in Texas in which a fee 1is charged for

admission to the exhibition:
(1) must:
(A) Dbe a [bexing] promoter; and
(B) obtain a permit for each telecast exhibited;

and

11
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(2) shall comply with the tax provisions of Sections

[Seetion] 2052.151 and 2052.152.

SECTION 15. Section 2052.251, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.251. [BoXIN&] GLOVES. A combative sports
[bexing] event contestant [r—ether—than—an—elimination—tournament
contestant—under—Subechapter—Ey] shall wear [eight=ounce—boxing]

gloves of the type and weight specified by commission rule, unless

the commission by applicable rule requires or permits contestants

[a—ecentestant] to not wear [heawvier] gloves.

SECTION 16. Section 2052.252, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.252. REGULATED [EERTAIN] AMATEUR EVENTS.

(a) This section applies to an amateur combative sports [bexing]

event, other than an event described by Section 2052.110
(205211042} (3} (4] 5 Limi . b
feo—Subechaptex—E], in which a fee is charged for admission to the
event.

(b) The amateur combative sports association sponsoring or

producing the event shall register with the department not later

than 30 days before the date the event begins.

c) The event may take place only if the executive director

approves the event not later than seven days before the date the

event begins.

(d) [4e>] Each contestant [emstxry¥] in the event must have

been a member of the amateur combative sports association for the

30-day period immediately preceding [be—filed—with—the—amateur

12
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oxrganizationnot—latexr—than-thethirddaybefoexre] the date the event

begins and must be a member on the date of the event.

(e) [48)] The amateur combative sports association

[oxganigatien] shall determine the amateur standing of the event

contestants and shall establish training programs consisting of at

least 30 days of training for each contestant.

(f) [4e¥+] The event is subject to the supervision of the

executive director.

[+B)] Each contestant participating in the event must be
examined by a licensed physician within a reasonable time before
the event begins. A licensed physician must be present at ringside
during the entire event.

(h) [43] A professional combative sports contestant

[bewexr] licensed under this chapter may not participate as a

contestant [+manyeapaeity] in the event.
SECTION 17. Subchapter F, Chapter 2052, Occupations Code,

is amended by adding Section 2052.254 to read as follows:

Sec. 2052.254. ELIMINATION TOURNAMENTS. An elimination

tournament may not be conducted in this state.

SECTION 18. The following provisions of the Occupations
Code are repealed:
(1) Sections 2052.103, 2052.105, and 2052.106; and
(2) Subchapter E, Chapter 2052.

13
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SECTION 19. This Act takes effect September 1, 2005.

President of the Senate Speaker of the House
I hereby certify that S.B. No. 796 passed the Senate on

April 7, 2005, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays O.

Secretary of the Senate
I hereby certify that S.B. No. 796 passed the House on

April 29, 2005, by a non-record vote.

Chief Clerk of the House

Approved:

Date

Governor

14



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD
Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE, 79TH LEGISLATIVE REGULAR SESSION
March 28, 2005
TO: Honorable Troy Fraser, Chair, Senate Committee on Business & Commerce
FROM: John S. O'Brien, Deputy Director, Legislative Budget Board

IN RE: SB796 by Lucio (Relating to the combative sports program.), As Introduced

No significant fiscal implication to the State is anticipated.

The bill would amend the Occupations Code by defining combative sports terms relating to the
Combative Sports Program in the Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR), such as
"amateur”, "amateur combative sports association", and "contest". The bill would define "combative
sports" to include boxing, kickboxing, martial arts, and mixed martial arts, where participants
voluntarily engage in full contact to score points, to cause an opponent to submit, or to disable an
opponent in a contest, match, or exhibition.

The bill states that an elimination tournament and wrestling promoter registration and application may
not be conducted in this state by repealing Sections 2052.103, 2052.105, 2052.106, and Subchapter E,

Chapter 2052, of the Occupations Code. According to TDLR, the provisions of this bill would have no
significant fiscal impact.

The bill would take effect September 1, 2005.

Local Government Impact

No fiscal implication to units of local government is anticipated.

Source Agencies: 304 Comptroller of Public Accounts, 452 Department of Licensing and Regulation
LBB Staff: JOB, JRO, MW, DE, RR
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President of the Senate ~ Speaker of the House
I hereby certify that S.B. Nec. :lﬂég passed the Senate on
Apcll 72005, by the following vote: Yeas _| ,
T 7

Nays Q .

Secretary of the Senate

I hereby certify that §.B. No.m passed the BHouse on
r s]@) ¢ by the—following_vwote: VYeas g4
/\

NM ONGN-reLovd vote.

Chief Clerk of the BHouse

Approved:

Date

Governor
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